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The purpose of this research was to: 
1. Document the history and styles of the bodhran 
2 Define commonly used terminology related to the 
bodhran 
3. Interview prominent bodhran musicians 
1842 A possible 
predecessor to the 
bodhran, the poor mans 
tambourine is shown in the 
picture: A Shebeen in 
Listowel, by Bridget Maria 
Fitzge ld 
1600 1800 
194 7 A popular 
celebration in Ireland is 
Stephens Day. Here, the 
Wren boys can be seen 
playing the bodhran 
1900 
Bodhran- a single headed frame drum or drum that 
has a "larger drumhead width than its depth 
• Tipper- stick used to strike the front side of the 
bodhran head. Also known as cepin 
Crossbar- two bars that intersect on the back of a 
bodhran to keep the wood from warping from climate 
changes 
• Traditional style bodhran: Usually a non-tuneable, 
bodhran made with a goat skin head and often has a 
crossbar in the back. 
• Top-end style- Often a customizable, tuneable, 
bodhran without a crossbar in the back . 
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1970's The non 
dominant hand 
was shifted 





1600's "The first known 
appearance of the word bodhran 
is found in an Irish medical 
encyclopedia entitled Rosa 
Anglica. The term is defined as 
"tam bur", which could be 
affiliated with a drum" 
(ceolas.org) 
1960's Sean O'Riada, a 
traditional-Irish composer, 
introduced the bodhran to the 
Chieftains Synthetic 
bodhran 
Conflicting information regarding the origins of the 
bodhran exist. 
• The bodhran is primarily taught by rote. 
• There is no single correct way to play the bodhran; as 
long as it sounds good, the player is never 
"wrong"(Culyer, 2016). 
Musicians select the bodhdran for several reasons 
including: 
Attraction to the Irish styles of music 
Need to connect with their roots 
Convenience 
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